Abstract: This paper analyses the economist Antonio de Viti de Marco's collaboration with the daily press, in relation to his scientific work and in the context of early twentieth century Italy. It brings out De Viti's proposals for free trade and fiscal policies intended to support the development of the southern regions of Italy, as well as his critical attitude towards the public sector and its decision making processes. It also highlights his political activities and commitment, an important aspect of his achievement, yet all but unknown outside Italy.
Introduction
De Viti de Marco is too well known in political, historical and economic literature for any biographical background, however brief, to be called for here; we refer the reader to other sources 1 .
material already published elsewhere, or comment on interventions not originally intended for the papers; rather than critically examine their content, these materials will be used as sources to interpret, this time, the use the papers themselves made of the figure of De Viti de Marco.
On the economist from Salento 5 there is an excellent bibliography 6 , the fruit of meticulous and impressive work by his principal biographer 7 ; it has always been, and continues to be, the only reliable and absolutely indispensable point of reference for his scholars 8 . Inevitably, given the thoroughness of our scrutiny of the newspapers basic to this study, numerous articles have emerged which may now complete that already wide ranging bibliography; it is quite obvious that only a study like this one, aiming precisely at the systematic examination of the daily press, could provide the occasion to dig them out 9 .
Articles and letters
Since many of the articles and letters of De Viti de Marco published in the newspapers are examined here for the first time, we provide a detailed account, but at the same time we have tried to be as concise as possible.
The first letter is of 1897, to Avanti! 10 . By that time the economist, already the author of two important books 11 , had been teaching in Rome for ten years; in addition to the Giornale degli economisti (for which he had been writing exclusively 12 since 1890), he was directing the Economic Liberal Association 13 together with Pantaleoni, and was himself aiming to go into politics 14 . This letter is actually in defense of Pantaleoni, who, because the latter had accepted a transfer to Geneva University, had been accused of having abandoned the struggle for free trade. De Viti recalls important episodes in which his "colleague and friend" had distinguished himself for his courageous dedication to improving society 15 . 5 Salento is a geographical region in the south-eastern extremity of Italy, administratively belonging to Apulia, where De Viti was born. 6 A. Cardini, Guida bibliografica agli scritti di Antonio de Viti de Marco, in A. Pedone (ed.), Antonio de Viti de Marco: tra liberismo economico e democrazia liberale, Roma-Bari, Laterza, 1995, pp. 237-308. 7 A. Cardini, Antonio de Viti de Marco: la democrazia incompiuta, 1858-1943, cit. 8 We have also drawn heavily on this bibliography in these pages. 9 Those articles in the daily papers contained in Cardini's bibliography will be indicated in our footnotes, including the number he provides for them. 10 Ancora di Maffeo Pantaleoni. Una lettera del prof. de Viti de Marco, Avanti!, 8 November 1897 (Cardini n. 50). 11 Moneta e prezzi, Città di Castello, Lapi, 1885 and Il carattere teorico dell'economia finanziaria, Roma, Pasqualucci, 1888; with the latter he founds the pure theory of public finance. 12 Except, of course, for his books. 13 Viti wishes "to call the attention of the southern Italian public" to crucial aspects of trade policy 17 .
His anti-protectionist position had been widely known for ten years by this time 18 ; in one of these articles 19 he warns the southern population of the blandishments represented by the offer of agricultural credit 20 formulated by Luigi Luzzatti in the course of his trip to Apulia, explaining that an offer of this kind in actual fact concealed his intention not to renew the international trade treaties 21 . De Viti had at various times polemically attacked Luzzatti 22 , the author of the protectionist custom duty of 1887 held responsible for having stifled exporting southern agriculturalists like himself 23 . Criticising the orientation of La Tribuna, he explains that an increase in the Italian industrial duty, decided upon as a reprisal for an increase in Germany's agricultural duty, would be entirely to the advantage of the industrialists, and entirely to the disadvantage of "we agriculturalists": it would lead in fact to a rise in prices of industrial products and reduce the price of agricultural products 24 . Moreover, on addressing an entrepreneur from his own area, De Viti in a letter to La Provincia di Lecce explains that the interests of the South are not to be pursued by protecting agricultural products through customs duties 25 . An article of 1903 in Il Mattino 26 reveals his extraordinary technical competence over landed property (land registry, predial, the criteria of calculation of landed income), acquired in the field, thanks to his business activities as a landowner and a producer of wine. Ottocento, Milano, Angeli, 2003, pp. 191-192 , n. 54. Pantaleoni will do everything possible not to leave, but then remains in Geneva for three years. 16 Alleanze politiche e trattati di commercio, Corriere di Napoli, 24 February 1901 (Cardini n. 88), and Trattati di commercio e interessi agricoli, Corriere di Napoli, 5 March 1901 (Cardini n. 89). 17 La guerra di tariffe e gli interessi agricoli del Mezzogiorno, Il Mattino, 27-28 August 1901 (Cardini n. 92). 18 The reference here is to the first articles appearing in the Giornale degli economisti in 1891, of criticism towards Italian customs policy, which had become protectionist. 19 Storia retrospettiva, Il Mattino, 13-14 May 1901 (Cardini n. 91). 20 To this subject De Viti will often return, see also Le illusioni del credito agricolo, Il Mattino, 29-30 October 1902 (Cardini n. 108). 21 In 1929 he will write of having unmasked in this article "the aims proposed by … Luzzatti in his tournée in Apulia" of 1901 (A. de Viti de Marco, La questione meridionale, in Un trentennio di lotte politiche, Roma, Collezione meridionale, 1930, p. 33). The running of agrarian credit in the South of Italy was entrusted from that year on to the Bank of Naples. 22 Starting from Proroga o corso forzoso?, Giornale degli economisti, 1891. In 1902 he expressed the hope that Luzzatti would follow a different policy for future international trade treaties (Sintomi evidenti, La Provincia di Lecce, 9 February 1902 -Cardini n.95). 23 De Viti de Marco produced and exported wine: he had inherited an estate (I Veli) near Brindisi, which he transformed into an avant-garde wine producing company (see Cardini, Antonio 27 ; he joined the group of radicals for whom he had passionately and publicly hoped for a program "of bold liberal reforms" 28 . A letter to Avanti! 29 of 1902 offers him the opportunity to express his liberal position on the subject of strikes and agrarian agitation 30 . It is a most interesting letter, setting out the following hopes: maximum freedom to organise and struggle for the two sides, maximum neutrality of the state in the conflict, minimum intervention of the latter, but tutelage of law and order. His idea that in practice the government tends to be a organ that takes sides emerges clearly here, an idea characteristic of him, as an anticipator of the theory of public choices 31 : a solution of conflicts of an economic nature via politics -he writes -compromises the ideal neutrality of the state, which should remain extraneous.
Dibattito tra economisti italiani di fine
With the aim that will always be characteristic of him, of not restricting the range of his political battles merely to a regional environment, in a brief letter of 1903 to Il Secolo De Viti asks the "democratic press of Milan" 32 to take an analogous position to the appeals of Il Mattino of Naples, and declare itself clearly in favor of the international trade treaties, against the policy of tax relief, of agrarian credit and public works, which in his opinion represented a mistaken route towards the development of Italy's South, and Italy as a whole. This vision leads him to reach an agreement with the socialists 33 in their rejection of customs policies based on the threat of reprisals, and in 1904 he sends a letter to Avanti! 34 explaining that beneath these maneuvers were once again concealed the "desire to not make concessions on industrial duties"; he thus invokes "the eagle eye of the press on watching the negotiations" and to "warn the public -this poor corpus vile on which new and painful experiments are being prepared by the positivists of industrial protectionism -which is attempting today to predispose the South of Italy to favor a policy of reprisals". This packed quotation allows us to grasp significant aspects of De Viti's political, economic and cultural orientation 35 . As we shall be seeing, a month later the first anti-protectionist League will be 27 The election occurred in the by-election of 22 December 1901, caused by the raising of his predecessor and rival Nicola Vischi to the Senate. 28 Il neo partito radicale nel paese, Il Mattino, 29-30 November 1901 (Cardini n. 93). As is well known, De Viti was the leading spirit of the free trade wing of the radical party, as opposed to the social radicalism tendency. See G. Orsina, Anticlericalismo e democrazia: storia del Partito radicale in Italia e a Roma, 1901 Roma, -1914 founded 36 , the fruit of an agreement between socialists and free traders; and at the end of the year De Viti will see his election as House Member reconfirmed.
The economic issue always came first: it always has to clearly prevail over that other basic belief uniting the Italian radicals, i.e. anticlericalism; De Viti asserts this in a letter to La Provincia di Lecce, on the eve of the anticlerical demonstration in Rome of February 1907 37 . However, it is not only economics that the newspapers have to deal with, for through them he also wishes to mobilize and educate for active political involvement: in 1910 he uses Il Giornale d'Italia 38 to make public a letter he received in which the Luzzatti government is accused of not having sent any of the promised cisterns by rail to the province of Lecce during the grape harvest. In addition to exposing this fact, the article also serves to explain to the Salento dealers that in general they err in turning privately to their House Members, and he encourages them to act publicly if they wish to save the wine trade and the Apulia vineyards.
Two articles appearing in Il Giornale d'Italia in 1911 39 touch on an inflammable subject of the moment, the state monopoly of insurance 40 : De Viti, after speaking in the House on it in the course of a heated discussion 41 , intervenes at the height of the battle together with other illustrious adversaries of the project 42 , strenuously opposing what in his opinion is none other than a pact between Giolitti 43 and the socialists to extend the role of the state in the economy 44 ; he warns his readers about the damage which will be done to the state budget, without moreover resolving the problem of the "great mass of poor workers, who will have to pay for workers' pensions fatally reduced to the benefit of the lesser number". In the second article, rather than entering into the merits of the problem, he concentrates on the negative repercussions for the South of Italy: he explains that the prohibition for Italians to insure themselves abroad raises the threat of reprisals 36 In section 4 we shall be illustrating the circumstances of the foundation of this League. 37 40 The bill established that the profits of a new state insurance institution (later INA), would serve to finance the National Insurance Fund for disability and old age of the workers (law of 4 April 1912). In actual fact it was not forbidden for private companies to practice, even if they were considerably reduced in numbers. See the disappointing results ten years after the law was passed, in L. Livi, Lo spirito di previdenza e il monopolio delle assicurazioni sulla vita, Trieste, Libreria editrice C.U. Trani, 1922 . 41 We shall see this in section 5. 42 In the paper De Viti's brief article is placed below a much longer article of Pareto on the same subject (Pareto spiega alla buona gente chi farà le spese del Monopolio, Il Giornale d'Italia, 2 July 1911). 43 Giovanni Giolitti was the Italian Prime Minister five times between 1892 and 1921. 44 The following note of Cardini's (Storia del liberismo: Stato e mercato dal liberalismo alla democrazia, Napoli-Roma, Edizioni scientifiche italiane, 2009, p. 105) refers to the 1880s, but is valid also for the period examined here: "Around the issue of accidents and insurance liberal economic culture consolidated, based on the authority of the state rather than individual initiatives, and acted in support of legislation to define state intervention". by foreign companies, threats which will translate into custom duties against Italian agrarian exports (mainly from the South), and foresees that the industrialists (from the North) will respond with duties on foreign manufactures. This will lead to the South of Italy suffering from damage twice over, both in exporting agricultural products and in importing machinery and other goods necessary for agricultural production. His target is the House Member Angiolo Cabrini, who he calls "official economist of the socialist confraternity".
As may be seen, his relationship with the Socialists is always punctuated with subtle distinctions, reservations, and criticisms; it is unsurprising that in the end there is a break with 57 ; in a meticulous analysis he explains why the predominant political issue relates to custom duties: on the one hand the mass of the people have understood that it is a source of privileges, on the other it represents the only question that could create the hoped-for division between the parties in Parliament, necessary to avoid cross-party alliances based on convenience 58 .
He criticizes the socialist idea that the interest of the workers coincides with that of the protected industries, and hopes the radicals will as a matter of urgency distance themselves from these erroneous positions. He recalls that the horizons of the radicals are not restricted to the defense of the interests of an individual class; they must work so that through free trade is realized on the one hand the maximum productivity of capital and labor, and on the other the lesser price of products, to the advantage of consumers, in other words every citizen. These are years in which, also thanks to the activities of De Viti, the free trade line is reconfirmed within the radical party 59 .
The penultimate letter, sent to Corriere della sera 60 56 As will be seen in the next sections, in 1914 the first Congress of the new anti-protectionist League will be held. 57 La questione "politica" predominante è quella doganale. Il partito radicale dovrebbe far sua la piattaforma antiprotezionista, Il Secolo, 31 January 1914. 58 We should remember that during the radical congress of 1914 the decision was taken, by a majority vote, to leave Giolitti's fourth government. 59 G. Orsina (Anticlericalismo e democrazia, cit., p. 228) recalls that the free trade radical wing re-emerged in the party precisely in 1913, coagulating around the subject of free trade the charge of industrial parasitism and corruption of the Giolitti government. 60 who has decided to withdraw from public life; it deals with cream of tartar, in other words a tartaric acid present in grapes -and obviously is something he produces -which is exported to England. De Viti denounces the fact that there is a plan to place custom duties on the export of raw tartaric material to keep the demand low (and hence the price) in order to protect Italian industry, which uses it. This is the umpteenth time he censures the behavior of Italian industrialists: he criticizes them for being incapable of exploiting a national raw material, pointing out that the English are able to pay higher prices and also have to find the transport costs. In addition, he explains that the Italian firms interested in the cream of tartar represent only a very small fraction in relation to the capital invested in wine production, and that in a regime of competition the English demand and that of the rest of the world would support the price of the cream of tartar.
He reminds people once again that the customs duties force southern agriculturists to buy Italian machinery of poor quality at very high prices; finally, he notes bitterly that it is enough that a small Italian company shows an interest in reducing the price of a raw material for its export to be obstructed. The second piece is a long article dealing with the tax on agricultural profits 65 had in the meantime "overwhelmed" his group, which for thirty years had fruitlessly stood for its opposite: "the defense and consolidation of the liberal and democratic state" 67 .
Interviewing the expert
De Viti's interviews are also an important source of information on his position in the political panorama of his time, because they indicate what he was held to be expert in; they, too, are studied here mostly for the first time. It will be seen that, despite the recurrence of certain subjects, the interviews reflect a much greater variety than his articles: but although he always answers competently and with precision, on many an occasion he will lead the argument back to his free trade orientation.
With the interviews, for example, the journalists may wish to concentrate on his opinion on della sera journalist asks him whether it is true, as some maintain 72 , that with this law the state has gifted millions to the Vatican; De Viti explains that the opposite is true: the state had saved a large amount of money, and at the same time the Vatican had enjoyed a little political success 73 . La Stampa will ask him about a scandal involving the Ministry of Education, and he says he is definitely in favor of a parliamentary enquiry 74 . Perhaps in his role of southern economist, after the earthquake in Calabria of 1905, Avanti! invites him to explain his thinking on the Italian "southern question" which, in the opinion of the journalist, "for two decades has been debated without resolving anything" 75 : it is an opportunity for De Viti to express the hope in vigorous terms that there will be a reduction in tax revenues and in public spending, though he is aware of the political resistance reform of this kind would meet. Again because of an earthquake, the one of December this is a long and interesting interview, in which he gives his reaction to the losses suffered and on the absolute need to rebuild the two damaged cities 77 , even having recourse to public expenditure.
The interview offers him a further opportunity to denounce the dead weight of the bureaucratic apparatus 78 , and to attribute responsibility to the Socialist Party. In another interview 79 , this time perhaps requested because he was a radical (and hence presumably a freemason 80 ), De Viti repeats his belief to La Stampa that all occult powers (whether secular or ecclesiastical) which pursue their own specific interests are to be condemned; in addition, he states that it is possible to be patriotic even if one is a convinced internationalist, as are the freemasons, the Church, the socialists, and also liberal economists.
The up and down relationship with the socialists that we have met with already emerges from many of his interviews as well. For example, the questions of Avanti! of 1902 on the issue of 72 The question had been raised by the republican Eugenio Chiesa in the review La Ragione, organ of the National Association of Free Thinking "Giordano Bruno". 73 De Viti argued that the economic success of the state consisted in having paid the Vatican a sum, once and for all, less than was owed, whereas the political success of the Vatican consisted in not having to collect a payment from the state every year, thus avoiding "implicitly carrying out an act of recognition of the state itself". 74 L'inchiesta sulla Minerva deve essere parlamentare?, La Stampa, 15 March 1908. The Minerva Square was the headquarters of the Ministry of Education: the minister Nunzio Nasi was charged with embezzlement, and found guilty. See also Il caso Nasi, Il Popolo, III, n. 50, 9 March 1913, p. 1. 75 La questione meridionale e la riforma tributaria, Avanti!, 16 October 1905 (Cardini n. 140). The author of the article, Paolo Sgarbi, again declares he is a "personal friend" of De Viti. 76 Interessante dibattito sui danni economici del terremoto. Intervista con l'on. De Viti de Marco (signed Vico Pellizzari), Il Giornale d'Italia, 30 January 1909 (Cardini n. 158). 77 The two cities are Messina and Reggio Calabria. 78 In 1925 he will say of himself: "I consider every nationalization as bureaucratization, and I abhor it, preferring private enterprise" (Discorso dell'on. Antonio the conversion of rent 81 provide him with the chance to reaffirm his opposition to public works financed by the debt and taxes: in his opinion works like these achieve a redistributive policy which allows the state to keep a part of the resources for itself, and to follow political criteria for the sharing of those left. He explains that the policy of public works is in point of fact harmful to the working classes, and points out that the socialists, too, have often given their support to this argument. The journalist, however, who presents the interview, dissociates himself from De Viti's opinions on public works, although sharing his criticism of unproductive public expenditure. The subject comes up again in a debate in Il Secolo 82 , as also in another long interview in Avanti! 83 , which this time agrees with De Viti on the "need not to separate the tax reform from the reduction of unproductive expenditure". The economist bases this opinion more on political and legislative evaluations than economic ones: he asserts in fact that the ruling class would never accept a tax reform with the same tax burden, and that therefore to carry it out there would have to be budget surpluses. To create these surpluses he suggests reducing the unproductive expenditure, and to carry out tax relief for the lower classes. The interview also provides him with an opportunity to examine the economic program of the Radical Party, whose congress had been held shortly before 84 ; he hopes the radicals will commit themselves to "combating every form of class legislation" and to defending not labor, capital or the land, but all the citizens, in that they are all taxpayers and consumers. On the issue of the railways, and in general on municipalizations, De Viti took a technical stance, desirous of evaluating its suitability case by case 85 , whereas in the custom duties policy he finds "the real bone of contention between North and South" of Italy, saying he is sure the Radical Party will take an anti-protectionist position 86 exports and their derivatives; he breaks away from his principles, recommending a state subsidy to the poorest for the purchase of grain 101 . The last interview is about the length of the war 102 ; his opinion is that the war will last a long time, because this will be necessary to beat a strong enemy like Austria; but he is convinced that the "free nations of Europe" are stronger than the Central Empires, and will thwart the "dream of hegemony" of the latter 103 .
When De Viti is news
This part offers a different perspective from the two previous ones: here the articles appearing in the daily press are examined to highlight the times De Viti de Marco makes news, and to study the newspapers' attitude towards him.
One first group of articles refers to something he wrote which was much appreciated by the press, and published in the Giornale degli economisti 104 , where De Viti provides an acute and well argued explanation of the disorders in Milan of May 1898, and of the previous peasant agitations in the South of Italy. Briefly De Viti attributes the economic unrest to the unproductive investments made by the state, and the insurrections to the demand for further public works: if for their economic demands the organized workers do not turn to the capitalists, but to the state, this is because the latter has massively intervened in the place of the private sector. Anti-militarists (both republicans and clerics), separatists, and southerners impoverished by industrial protectionism, are all exasperated by the very serious tax burden and by waste in the public sector; the political struggle is taking place in the countryside and in the cities because Parliament in actual fact does not represent the interests of the taxpayer. To remedy these disorders it is a mistake to place limitations on political freedoms; the answer is the battle against protectionism and political wheeling and dealing, which reduces wealth: less state, more decentralization, less taxes, less customs duties and a tax sharing that at long last no longer damages the poorer classes 105 . La Tribuna 106 praises the diagnosis of the "Manchesterian" De Viti, but criticizes the remedies: political freedom will not be obtained by decentralization, free trade does not have 101 His recommendation that there should be a "absolute prohibition by law and in fact of grain exports, of pasta, and every other surrogate of the people's diet" has quite an effect on reading it now, as do questions like: "the state, is it ready to pay a part of the price to poor purchasers?" (Quel che dice l'on. 105 The thesis of Cardini (Antonio de Viti de Marco: la democrazia incompiuta, cit., p. 93), who considers this article a manifesto of a new liberal program, has been criticized by P. Favilli (Riformismo alla prova ieri e oggi, Milano, Angeli, 2009, p. 81), who finds nothing new in De Viti's tax proposals. But the great impression this article made, which we can see from the examination of the daily press, would seem to give substance to Cardini's suggestion. 106 La parola agli economisti, La Tribuna, 9 June 1898. justice at heart; the newspaper agrees on reducing public expenditure and taxes, but estimates that the economic and institutional reform put forward by the Giornale degli economisti is too extreme and may cause worse revolts, whereas it hopes for a central state power strong and authoritative.
Avanti! recalls this piece of his on three occasions, no less 107 : the socialist daily shares the assertion of the "conservative" De Viti that the subversive parties had no responsibility for the disorders, and that "the masses … in tumult … demand as individuals not to be stripped of everything either by the state, or the municipality, or by protectionism, or by the speculators, or by politicos, or by parasites; and they don't want to be further bothered by the political persecution of the police, or to witness the magistrates' political tolerance towards private sector thieves and public sector big thieves, who run around the country unpunished" 108 . Avanti! returns to the text concerning its defense of the interests of the consumers and taxpayers, and again reiterates the paper's perfect agreement with the economist's analysis. In 1899, it is again Avanti! that publishes "the relevant excerpts of an article which the courageous economist prof. De Viti de Marco will publish in the next number of the Giornale degli economisti" 109 against the limitation of the freedom of the press; the journalist traces a link between the bourgeoisie "modern in spirit and truly liberal" and the 1914 is the year he gets himself spoken about the most in the daily press. The first occasion is the radical congress. Avanti!, in its account of the work of the party that was preparing to vote against the fourth Giolitti government, tells of an item on the agenda proposed by De Viti, and then approved, asking that collaboration with other democratic parties be subordinate to the sharing of certain principles, among which anti-protectionism, the containment of military spending and taxation, and the end of the "bureaucratic ministerial system" 145 . That same year, at the time of the above mentioned breach between radicals and socialists, Avanti! accuses him of being "the solitary radical in Rome and the conservative pro-Catholic in his constituency", and congratulates itself on having liquidated him politically 146 
On the debates in the Lower House
In the accounts of the House reported in the press, the emphasis and the comment of the newspaper give us a clear understanding of the significance, the caliber and the widespread effect in the country of the speeches De Viti made in Parliament 182 . In 1901 we find his association with Pantaleoni 183 : the two economists are held up by Avanti! 184 as examples of "defenders of private property" who nevertheless, in the House, oppose the customs duties on grain together with the socialists. From 1902, the daily press frequently report his interventions in Parliament; his first speech was about the wine producing crisis 185 , and enables the paper to list the well known remedies he puts forward: no to public works, no to the intervention of the state in the form of land and agricultural credit, no to customs duty protection, yes to free trade for the export of agricultural products, yes to the revision of rail transport prices for the transport of goods from the South, yes to tax relief. A speech in the House in 1903 on railway agreements 186 was the occasion to make public the other basic side to his theory, which, as we have already noticed, inspired public choice: the state is the government, which in a parliamentary society is the expression and the outcome of specific groups, so that for this reason it is not necessarily the best defender of the public interest; private individuals may therefore serve the interest of consumers and taxpayers 187 .
We notice in passing that if, on the one hand, he asserts that custom duties cannot be lowered without increasing taxes, on the other he demands the reduction of the former for cheap southern goods as compensation for the harmful policies that had gone before. only a criterion of efficiency should be followed 194 : what he absolutely wanted to avoid was that the state take over the work 195 . The press also reported news of meetings of Apulia's House Members, and it was not only a southern paper that did this 196 , but Milan's financial daily too 197 ; public works already decided upon and not brought to completion were spoken of (e.g. irrigation, railways and ports), as well as the usual chimeras proposed by the government (agrarian credit, exemption from the land tax); a commission De Viti is part of is appointed to find remedies for the very serious problem of phylloxera 198 .
1911 is a year the daily press most often reports De Viti's speeches in the House. The 
The economist and the daily press
We now examine the circumstances of De Viti de Marco's relationship with the daily press and his reflection on this, specifically on the orientation and characteristics of the newspapers. We first notice that despite the variety in the paper's orientations and the profound differences in the public they address, they very often reciprocally cite and quote published articles: in effect, it appears that in this era the news, echoing from one end of Italy to the other, manages to take on national significance only by adding together the local readerships.
De Viti's presence in the columns of La Tribuna is very brief: the paper restricts itself to reporting his article in the Giornale degli economisti of 1898 (judging it "the most remarkable" among those published in the dossier), and his Lecce speech of 1903 209 . But in the interval between the two pieces the paper altered its orientation 210 ; in 1901 De Viti writes in Il Mattino: "La Tribunawhich up until now showed itself to be concerned about agricultural interests, arguing that they should be defended by means of the reduction of industrial protective duties", has changed its opinion and now wants more custom duties; in brief, it had become protectionist 211 . For this reason he launches a demand for media mobilization: "We need the southern press to help create a stable current of public opinion, which everywhere combats any attempt at alteration of Italian custom duties" 212 . So he then chose to send his articles to Il Mattino of Napoli, a conservative paper in support of the needs, aspirations and requirements of the South of Italy. To pursue these aims, the pages of the paper seem to be open to every proposal; and despite finding statements sometimes partly in disagreement with De Viti's ideas 213 In the daily newspaper La Stampa interviews and news from the House predominate, where De Viti is always considered an authoritative politician and a competent economist. In the columns of La Stampa we find admiring comments on his speeches 226 , his criticisms of Luzzatti and then Boselli 227 , his opinions on technical and parliamentary affairs, in addition to his customary ideas on economic policy. Corriere della sera also follows De Viti's career; in spite of his calling it in 1901 "the major organ of the protectionist industrialists of Milan" 228 , the paper likes his speeches, provides space for his opposition to the insurance monopolies, and in general reports radical and antiprotectionist news 229 . Finally, his collaboration with Il Sole: even though this is not especially intense, the paper does not neglect the more important events, and in particular it is chosen by De Viti in 1922 to send his letter of the solitary wine producer, having already withdrawn into private life, but still indignant at Italy's iniquitous trade policy.
The 1920s mark the end of the period chosen for this study, but it is worth remembering that in 1922 De Viti stops writing on politics completely, and not just for the daily press 230 .
Whereas the more important newspapers commit themselves "to the hilt against the customs duty of 1921 for the conclusion of more liberal trade treaties" 231 , De Viti ends his militancy to devote himself to the writing of his treatise 232 , as well as to the cultivation of his land 233 . The possible reasons for this withdrawal are many and complex, and deserve a separate study.
of his thinking and his commitment. This is because the daily papers, by their very nature, neglect aspects of the thought of the person under consideration that they judge to be more complex; they give an outline that is certainly one sided, and yet it is precisely this one-sidedness that helps us realize what usually remains obscured by the predominance of his abstract thought. What emerges is a De Viti less well known, but none the less authentic for that.
Let us begin with two details which appear clearly from these pages. One is that it is the article in the Giornale degli economisti of 1898 which brings the already forty-something economist to the attention of the public: it is indeed after the great impression that article created that he acquired celebrity status, and manages to win in the elections of 1901. The other is that when, in mid-1914, the break between radicals and socialists occurs across the nation, also because of the diverse significance they attribute to the anti-protectionist struggle 234 , it has repercussions at the level of individual House Members in individual constituencies, as has been shown, via serious personal accusations.
Another feature emerging more clearly than elsewhere through De Viti's interventions in the daily press is that he speaks exclusively on his own subjects, and leads all other subjects back to them: the agrarian problems of the South of Italy, free trade, transport networks, tax reform, the struggle against monopolies, bureaucracy and privilege, the intrusiveness of the government as dispenser of favors. These subjects on the one hand find their place in the theoretical system he has constructed, and on the other converge in practice with his perspective of southern wine producing entrepreneur. The message that appears is always that if thoughtless trade and economic policy hadn't stopped it 235 , the agricultural producers could have provided the South and the rest of Italy with a stronger drive towards development, following an alternative route, natural and not artificial. In this, the newspapers faithfully and exhaustively represent his ideas: they are recurring ideas, no doubts ever crossing his mind 236 , but for someone who is involved in politics to repeat the same ideas throughout his career it is a mark of tenacity, the solidity of his convictions and strength in action.
What is also striking in these articles is the decisive and insistent way he rejects the charge of the regional character of his commitment; for example, on commemorating Antonio Vallone he goes out of his way to insist that "the love for his own region was not regionalism" 237 . This attitude of his induced scholars to interpret his work in favor of the southern Italian regions as simply a field where he applied his broader liberal program, the true aim of every battle he undertook 238 . In the light of a reading of these pages we may assert that this interpretation should be restricted to the area of his theory, whereas in his political practice the order of priorities should be reversed:
here, in fact, his main aim always seems to be, precisely and directly, the South of Italy. On the contrary, the extension of his discourse to the national and general dimension seems to be only a function of broadening alliances and strengthening his position, with the ultimate purpose of finding an answer to the thorny Italian "southern question", as he himself was already calling it 239 .
Another surprising feature, actually modifying his usual image of someone so intransigent, concerns the exceptions he allows to his free trade program in the everyday realities of his political battles: from the request for state help for the reconstruction of Messina and Reggio Calabria after the 1908 earthquake, to the recommendation not to export grain and derivatives during the crisis, to the request for the carrying out of public works already decided upon by the government in the southern regions, to his solidarity with the protest against the modus vivendi with Spain 240 . In fact, for this too he refers to the person who was always the guide behind his actions: "Cavour … thought it was necessary to stretch a point sometimes in applying the rigid principles of economic freedom, to get the state to intervene to help the southern regions" 241 .
De Viti was, of course, a great theoretician: for the scholar who had founded the pure theory of public finance, theory was an absolute requirement, the foundation of every other dimension, whether applied, historical or political 242 . And because the theoretical structure was solid, and proof against doubt and criticism, he built it up and perfected it throughout his life, preserving the basic framework intact 243 . And yet as we have seen, the image emerging from the daily press is almost exclusively of a man of action; his theoretical competence is there, of course, but form the background to the figure of an expert who is passionately and very publicly involved in his political commitment 244 . So if he is usually thought of as a man embodying abstract thinking, this study modifies not a little our image of his characteristic features.
In conclusion, it would seem that Pareto hits the spot when he writes of De Viti: "he is an optimist, i.e. one who believes that with fine words one may change a country's system for the better" 245 . His aim therefore was not the dissemination of his ideas as an end in itself, nor the simple passing on of information, but policy; he wished his ideas would spread beyond "the field of scientific propaganda … into that of political action and parliamentary struggles" 246 . De Viti disseminates theory to the extent that it is needed to convince and mobilize, to transform opinions, provide orientation for the choices to be made, to guide the public, persuade it, win consensus, and also votes. Zanotti-Bianco mentions the fundamental role then played by the press to "transfer the anti-protectionist struggle to the field of electoral politics" 247 , and at the same time recalls that the principal newspapers of southern Italy often included De Viti de Marco's articles and interviews 248 .
There are no explicit reflections of our economist on his experiences involving the press, except for just this very general one: "Throughout my life I have been condemned to be a propagandist, although I wasn't born to do this" 249 . For his propaganda, the daily press certainly played an important role.
